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An Ordination Sermon, &c. 


JOHN XX, 17. 


N ſai th unto bim the third time, Simon on of Jonas, - 
loveſt thou me? Peter was grieved becauſe he ſaid unto 

Him the third time, Loveſt thou me? And be ſaid unto 
Him, Lord, thou knoweſt all things; thou knoweſt that 
I love thee. Jeſus faith unto him, Feed my ſheep. 


FTER our Lord's reſurrection, the third ap- 
* which he made to his apoſtles collective- 
ly, was at the ſea of Tiberias. The manner in 
which he diſcovered himſelf, was by a miraculous 
draught of fiſhes, and by familiar converſation 
with them at the table, as they fat at meat. Upon 
this occaſion the apoſtle Peter diſcovered an un- 
common attachment to Chriſt, which he had not 
loſt even by his ungrateful denial of him. The 
main deſign of our Lord's appearance at this time, 
was,duly to humble Peter for his aggravated guilt 
in the ſhameful tranſactions of that gloomy night, 
which preceded the Saviour's crucifixion ; to re- 
cover him to his former affection; to confirm him 

in 


6 

| in thefaith; and to reſtore him to the honours of 
| the apoſtleſhip, which he had forfeited by his 
1 ſolemn denial and renunciation of his divine Maſ- 
| ter. „5 | 
PREVIOUS to Chriſt's laſt ſufferings, he had pre- 
moniſhed his diſciples of the fearful conflict and 
_ agony through which he mult ſoon paſs to make 
expiation for ſin: He had cautioned them againſt 
apoſtaſy by predicting the ſeverity of his ſufferings 
and their danger, and by informing them, that 
they ſhould all be offended in him and forſake him 
in his extremity. To theſe premonitions of the 
Saviour, Peter had rephed by the ſtrongeſt pro- 
feflions of unalterable attachment to his perfon. 
He declared, that he was ready to lay down his 
life for his ſake; to go with him into priſon and to 
death; and added, Although all men ſhould be of - 
fended becauſe of thee, yet will I never be offended.” In 

anſwer to this confident aſſurance, our Lord repli- 

ed, © That this day, even in this night, before the cock 
croto tevice, thou ſhalt deny me thrice, Then Peter 
pale the more vehemently, If I ſhould die with thee, 
yet Twill Inot deny thee. Likewiſe alſo ſaid all the diſci- 
ples. Afﬀter ſuch poſitive pledges of affection and 
zeal, what fortitude might we not expect from Pe- 
ter and his brethren? Ought they not to make good 
their profeſſions ? „ 5 
INDEED, at the opening of our Lord's laſt trials, 
Peter ſhewed ſome good degree of reſolution: He 
drew his ſword and made a vigorous aſſault upon 
the impious band, who came to apprehend the in- 
nocent Jeſus. He cut off the ear of the ſervant of 
the high prieſt. But when Jeſus acquainted him, 
that this was not the proper mode of defence; 
that He and his diſciples muſt conquer by ſuffer- 
ings and not by carnal weapons; that theſe became 
not the ſoldiers of his kingdom: When Peter con- 
AA or a a. eee ALA ſidered 
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ſidered his Lord devoted to ignominy and death, 


and himſelf expoſed to partake in the ſame ſcene 


of danger and diſtreſs, his courage was appalled, 
and his fears overwhelmed him. He not only 


fled away from his captivated Saviour, but when 


he was repeatedly queſtioned concerning his rela- 
tion to him, he as often denied him, and with the 
' moſt impious oaths and curſes. proteſted, That he 


knew not the man. Such was the deplorable iſſue 


of Peter's boaſted zeal for Chriſt, . This foul and 
open apoſtaſy, juſtly expoſed him to an utter de- 


privation of all the privileges of the apoſtleſhip, of 


all the benefits of the Redeemer's purchaſe. 


YET as Peter's heart was not in the denial, ſince it 


was the effect of fear and not of malice, as in the 


caſe of Judas, ſo the merciful Redeemer determin- 


ed to reſtore him from his offence, pardon his guilt & 


reinſtate him in the apoſtolic office. This return of 
favour, and reſtoration to office,ſhould be as formal 


and public, as the denial had been open and ſcanda- 


lous to Chriſt and his kingdom. Hence our Lord 


choſe anopportunity when all the Apoſtles, who 
were acquainted with his ſhameful fall, were pre- 
ſent, that Peter's converſion might be as conſpi- 
cuous, as his tranſgreſſion was notorious,and his re- 
ſtoration to the apoſtleſhip, as manifeſt as his re- 


nunciation of Chriſt had been reproachful to 


religion. 


THE method in which Peter was reinſtated was 


this: After eating with his diſciples, Jeſus turned 
himſelf to Peter, ſaying, “ Simon ſon of Jonas, Ioveſt 
thou me more than theſe.” He faith unto him, «© Yea Lord, 
thou knoweſt that I love thee.” Upon this public teſ- 


timony of affection, Chriſt renewed his apoſtolic 
commiſſion in theſe words, Feed my „5 Ph, 


Prrin's apoſtaſy was aggravated by repeated de- 


nials, his repentance therefore demanded repeated 


proofs. 
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. 
proofs, Hence Chriſt renewed the queſtion, Simon 
ſen of Jonas, loveſt thou me. He ſaitb unto him, Tea 
Lord, thou knoweſt that Tlove thee.” Chriſt ſays, 
c Feed my Sheep.” —T his, however, was not enough 
to aſſay Peter's repentance and love after ſo foul a 
fall; therefore, Jeu /aith unto him the third time, 
Simon ſon of Jonas, loveſt thou mne. Peter was griev- 
ed becauſe Corift ſaid unto him the third time loveſt 
thou me? and he ſaid unto him, Lord thou knoweſt all 


things, thou knvw:jt that Ive thee, He humbly re- 


ferred hirnfelf to the omniſcience of Chriſt to aſ- 
certain his love, and he caſt himſelf upon the pow- 
er and grace of Chriſt to preſerve that love, which 
muſt otherwiſe decay and periſh. 'Such were now _ 
the humiliating convictions of the once confident 
Peter. He felt all his ſtrength and ſecurity to reſt 
upon the faithfulneſs and compaſſion of his deat 
/// Toe 
____Twx RomanCatholics partly ground their daring 
claims of ſupremacy and infallibility in the Church 
of Chriſt, which they aſcribe to Peter and his Suc- 
ceſſors, upon that repeated injunction of theSav- 
 10ur, to feed his ſheep. But ſo far is this opinion 
from having countenance from thoſe injunctions 
of Chriſt upon Peter, that we ſhall by this tranſac- 
tion only find that Peter was reſtored at that time 
to the apoſtolic office and an equality with the other 
Apoſtles, which he had forfeited by an ungrateful 
and cowardly denial of his Lord and Maſter. But 
not to dwell upon the refutation of an impious claim, 
which has no ſupport from the word of Gop, let us 
proceed to a more direct conſideration of our text. 
wi may obſerve, _ | 8 
1ſt. THAT a ſincere love ofChriſt and a cordi- 
al deſire to promote the purpoſes of his mediatori- 
al kingdom, are molt important and uſeful quali- 
fications in thoſe, who ſuſtain the office of mini- 
fters in his Goſpel Church, 5 1 
| TE WHEN 


wurx Chriſt was reſolved to reſtore Peter to the 
Apoſtolic office, he thrice put that ſignificant 
queſtion, Simon Son of Jonas, loveſt tou me. The 


firſt time to explain his meaning, he faid, ©Love/t 


thou me more than theſe ?”* more than theſe thy fel- 
low diſciples? More than theſe thy worldly con- 


nections? Than theſe thy nets, the implements 
of thy worldly gain and ſubſiſtence? Loveſt thou 
me ſupremely above allother objects of thy affec- 
tion? It was upon the condition of his poſſeſſing 
this love that Chriſt would entruſt him with the care 
of his flock. As muchas if he had ſaid, Peter if 
there be any object, which thou prizeſt above me 
and my kingdom, thou art not a meet perſon to be 


entruſted with the concerns of that kingdom. 

Firſt therefore examine thyſelf, what are thy 1y pre- 
5 vailing affections, and what thou wilt make the 
main object of thine adminiſtrations and purſuits. 


Doſt thou wiſh to ſerveme beſore all others? wilt 


thou cleave to me in neglect of others ? wilt 


thou go with me through labours and ſufferings to 
priſon and to death? Then art thou fit to be em- 


ployed in the care of my ſheep and my lambs. 
Love to a Father is the ſpring of ſincere filial obe- 
dience. Love to a maſter is the foundation of ali 


willing and uniform ſervice. Where love is want- 


ing other objects and intereſts will call away the 
hearts ofChriſt's miniſters; make them flothful ſer- 
vants ; mocking him with eye ſervice and injuring 
his fold by indolence and treachery. Would one 
hope to bea good miniſter ofChriſt? would he find 
himſelf duly furniſhed to miniſterial functions? let 


him prefer the intereſt and honour ef theSaviour to 


every other conſideration. This ſincere prefer- 
ence will moſt effectually animate him in the la- 
bours; and difficulties of his work, and fortify his 


mind againſt impending dangers ; - make him wiſe 
and zealous for Chriſt, patient in conflict, while he 


bears the burdens and reproaches of che Croſs. 
B [ 


FOES * 4 — ” * - 
* IO » ; g N — 
— — a Ws Se 2 — 2 
—— - — — — — — — ——— — —— — — 


SSSCGCSTSCCCTCCCCC RL. 7 Tn, AE +. 


— 
— _ ene 3 . p ——— 9 Rt 
* ; N 


9 


7 
| 
f 
— 
1 
4 
. 


| 
| 
| 


PFF 
_ 


'S, , 8 * 
14 — 
———8 8 . 


— 


— 


8 IRE 


———— — — 


. OR eden oc 


A ARCS oe I» 


— 


IO 
I do not ſay, that a man cannot be a regular 
miniſter of Chriſt while he is deſtitute of ſupreme 
love to him. Since, inthis caſe, the church of 
God would be reduced tothe utmoſt uncertainty 
and danger,not being able to determine whether or 
not, they enjoyed a true miniſtry and goſpel ad- 
miniſtrations. Gods only knoweth the heart; men 
_ muſt judge by external evidence, unleſs we would 
reduce the church to the ſame uncertainty as at- 
tends the Roman Catholics in their Baptiſms, 
Baptiſm, fay they, is efſential to ſalvalion; and where 
the adnariſiring Prieſt has no intention io baptize, there 
is no bepiiſm.”” Hence not a perſon in that church 
can have any aſturaiice of his baptiſm, and conſe- 
quently no well founded expectation of his falva- 
tion. Who can tell the intention of the admini- 
firing prieſt? Has God left the certainty of his 
ordinances upon fo frail a foundation? Who knows 
the heart of his Miniſter; whether he fincerely 
loves Chriſt ? God hath not grounded the reality 
of miniſterial adminiſtrations upon ſuch dubi- 
cus evidence as the ſecret character of his Mini- 
ſters. If the knowledge of a man's private charact- 
er is not eſſential to determine us whether his ad- 
miniſtrations are ſcriptural & authoritative, we may 
be ſure that he may be a miniſter without ſupreme 
love to Gd. „„ „„ 
wn the call is regular and a profeſſion of love 
to Chriſt is made ; where the ws, devotes him- 
ſelf ſolemnly to the work of the miniſtry, and is 
In due order ſet apart tohis work, he 1s then a re- 
gular viſible miniſter of Chriſt, who is to be receiv- 
cd and improved as ſuch, and his adminiſtrations 
are valid and through divine ſovereignty his labours 
may be ſucceſsful to the good of ſouls. The con- 
trary ſentiment contradicts ſcripture facts and ex- 
amples, ſince we are told of thoſe who preached 
Chriſt out of ſtrife and envy, that they might add 
EET 5 affliction 
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affiftion to the apoſtles bonds; and yet he would re- 


joice, not that thoſe miniſters were contentious and 


envious, but becauſe Chriſt and his ſalvation were 


preached to periſhing ſinners. Some who min- 


iſtred in the church had their miniſtry accom- 


panied with miraculous gifts, but afterward they 
fell away. While they abode in the faith, they were 


Chriſt's regular miniſters ; when they apoſtatized 


they were no longer to be obeyed, but to be reject- 
ed as outcaſts from office and Chriſt s kingdom. # 
I mention theſe thin g5,that I may be underſtood 


as not limiting God, in the uſe of his in- 
ſtruments in promoting the kingdom of his Son; 


as not making ſanctification efferitial to a regular 


miniſter, however eſſential it certainly 1 is to a "pood 


miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt. 


ou obligations to receive and obey a miniſter 
depend upon viſible evidence of the regularity of 
his call and appointment, and the viſible confoi mi- 
ty of his doctrine and practice to the goſpel of 


Chriſt. Upon the contrary ſuppoſition no church, 


no individual, can know who is a miniſter ofChriſt 


qualified to diſpenſe his bleſſed goſpel. 

nor this does nor diminiſh the bt uch and impor- 
_ tance of the ſentiment which we have advanced, 

That love ro Chriſt is the moſt important and uſe- 
ful qualification for the Goſpel miniſtry. This 
love only ſhould excite a perſon to undertake the 

ſacred work. The evidence of this love ſhould 
appear to all chriſtians in chooſing one to take the 


charge of their ſouls : the evidence of this love 
: ſhould ever be ſought by thoſe Miniſters, who com- 
mit the ſacred truſt to others, They are to commit 


the diſpenſation of the Goſpel to thoſe whom they 

think to he truly faithful men. For that Miniſter 

who 15 deſtitute of this love will expoſe his own 

ſou] to a more aggravated and infamous puniſh- 
| 5 K ment; 
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ment; he will -robably endanger others, by not 
faithfully inſtructing them in divine truth; not ſeek- 
ing their ſpiritual intereſts with prayerfulneſs & dili- 
gent perſeverance; he will be expoſed to fre- 
quent and foul backſlidings, yea, to a total apoſtaſy, 
as has often been the caſe with thoſe who did not 
love our Lord Jeſus in ſincerity. Would a man 
then hope to ſerve Chriſt well and ſucceſsfully in 
the miniſtry? He mult love him above all. Would 
a people wiſh to be faithfully ſerved ? They muſt 
ſeek for ſuch a miniſter. Would Miniſters with | 
to have Chriſt's ſheep and lambs duly fed? They 
muſt labour for the evidences of this divine love 
"IM" thole en they conſeerate to the divine 
Work. 
8 a matter of . moment to thoſe 
who undertake the miniſtry,to entertain a humble 
pPerſuaſion, that they are actuated by a prevailing 
love to their lord and maſter. a 
THAT miniftets ſhould be perſuaded of 
their love to Chriſt before they enter up- 
on his ſervice we may clearly argue, from our 
Lord's putting the queſtion thrice to Peter with ſo 
much ſolemnity, Love/? thou me? and allo from Pe- 
ter's modeſt reply, Lord thou knoweft i hai I love thee.” 
Until Chriſt had this aſſurance in preſence of his 
_ difciples he would not commit his ſheep to Peter's 
care. A man ſhould be impreſſed with a deep ſenſe 
of the importance of a divine love in order to his 
being faithful and uſeful in the miniſtry. To en- 
ter upon ſo great a work as the care of ſouls with 
out love to 5 and to the Saviour of ſouls, with- 
out a perſuaſion of ſuch love, muſt be a preſumptu- 
ous raſhneſs, A miniſter, in ſuch caſe, can have no 
encouragement of divine protection and aſſiſtance 
in his work ; no ſecurity of his own perſeverance ; 
no well grounded hope of exemption from error in 
doctrine and practice; frem bac kſlidings and ſcan- 


dalous apoſtaſies: Ile cannot flatter himiſclf, that he 
ſhall 
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ſhall remain outwardly obedient to the truth, moral 
in his life, watchful for ſouls; that he ſhall not groſs- 
ly fall away, betray the cauſe he has vowed to ſup- 


port, heap double deſtruction upon his own head & 
entangle many other unhappy ſinners in his fall. 
WHEN he has no well grounded hopes from a- 


nother world, will he faithfully purſue his work, 
while he muſt looſe ſo many of the advantages and 
honours of the preſent life? How can he be armn- 


ed againſt the ſnares and deceitfulneſs of fin and 


the world? Dangers will appall him: he has no rock 


to which he can fly for ſhelter. His miniſtry will 
be too eafily conformed to the neceſſities of the 
times; to the faſhionable opinions and reigning 


cuſtoms of the age; and under his labours religion 


will receive but "feeble aid, and vice will be check- 


ed with a timorous and gothful hand. When the 
enemy breaks into the fold, he will flee, becauſe he 


is an hireling, undertaking the ſervice for tempo- 


ral advantages, and not for the love of Chriſt and 
of his flock, He then who deſires the good work 


and office of a biſhop mult be able deliberately to 
avow his love to Chriſt from a humble perſuaſion 


of the ſincerity of it. After careful examination 
and a well founded concluſion, that he has this love, 


he may cheerfully undertake the great work, rely- 
ing upon his Saviour's aid,to ſtrengthen his feeble 


confidence, his wavering fa ith, his languiſhing zeal, 
and to accept and ſucceed his faithful labeurs for 
the good of ſouls, and for the progreſs of the goſ- 


pel of the grace of God. 

II. The leading duty of the miniſterial of- 
fice is to feed Chriſt's ſheep. 

The great Shepherd and Biſhop of Gras hav- 


ing laid down his life for the ſheep, has inſtituted 


the goſpel miniſtry, to bring them into his fold 
and to feed them with that rich proviſion, which he 
has 
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has made for their nouriſhment and growth in 
grace. He has enjoined it upon thoſe whom he 
hath conſecrated the guides and paſtors of his 
flock, that they guard his fold, protect and feed 
his ſheep. 
To feed Chriſt's s ſheep 3 is a figurative expreſſion. 
Sheep an inoftenſive uſeful] ſpecies of animals are 
put to ſignify the members of Chriſt's viſible king- 
dom, fuchas profeſs his name and hearhis Goſpel. 
Theſe are to be fed with ſuch inſtructions and ad- 
miniſtrations as will conduce to their increaſe and 
perfection in holineſs, and their preparation for 
heaven. Good doctrine is the food of ſouls, by 
vhich rational powers are enlarged and moral af - 
ſections are regulated and fanttified, to diſcharge 
all relative duties to man, and all pious exerciſes to 
God, and are moſt attempered to the ſervice and 
enjoyment of God and the Redeemer. The min- 
iſt er's firſt duty is to impart ſuch doctrines, and in 
that manner, which will moſt effectually conſpire 
the ſanctification & redemption of the ſouls of men. 
LET us enquire generally 
1ſt. wraT theſe doctrines and in- 
ſtructions are, which miniſters muſt employ 
for the ſanctification and final ſalvation of 
fouls. He, who has commiſſioned miniſters to feed 
his flock, has provided the food with which he would 
have them fed. This food is the ſincere milk of 
the word, the inſpired truths contained in the holy 
ſeriptures, which are ſufficient to make /e man of 
(rod perfet ; to furmſhhim io every good word and work, 
by which he may edify Chriſt's body, the Church. 
Ihe doctrines which miniſters i impart to their hear- 
ers muſt be taken from the pure fountain of 
God's written word. Other doctrines are of no 
comparative uſe and importance in promoting faith 
and piety. They muſt, therefore, derive all oy 
leſſons 
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leſſons ofinſtruction from the lively oracles, as a- 
lone important to make men holy and happy. 


Scripture contains proper and ſufficient inſtructions 


for perſons of every character and condition, in all 
their reſpective relations and circumſtances. We 
can imagine no ſituation or condition of life, to 
which ſomething may not bea applied from ſcrip- 
ture, even, as much as is neceſſary for the informa- 


tion and e of human life. Such is the ful- 


neſs, ſuch the variety of ſcripture, chat diligent en- 
quiry will find a competent portion for every claſs 


of men, for every individual, for the ſure regulation 


of faith and manners. And the wiſdom of C hriſt 


has limited his miniſters, in all their labours and in- 


ſtructions, to the holy ſcriptures. They may tcach 
and preſcribe nothing of human 1 invention, as of any 


uſe or importance to ſalvation. 


HE who ſteps over this line, ſtr etches himſelf be. 


yond his meaſure and teaches for doctrines the com- 


mandments of men, to the reproach of the com- 


mandments of God,and of the faithfulneſs ofChriſt, 


as the Prophet of the Church. Minilters ſhould 


inculcate nothing but whar they find fairly written 
in or clearly deducible from the facred ſcrip- 


tures. It is impiety to ſet up for authorities their 
Private opinions, their own philoſophical deductions 
and diſcoveries. When they find any thing not 
fairly contained in ſcripture, they have found that, 
which as Chi iſt's miniſters, they ſhould not preach, 
and which it is of little conſequence if men heartily | 


reject. To the law and to the teſtimony are they 
confined, as far as there is any light or authority in 
them. They mult conſequently turn their dili- 
gence and attention to inveſtigate, what are the 
doctrines of holy writ, leſt they per plex and miſ- 
lead fouls. 


THEY muſt leck alter che leading RE of Re- 
velation 
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velation, that they may arrange them firſt, in their 

preaching and employ leſs important truths in their 
proper place to ſupport the greater. Not ſetting 


upon a level, fundamental and doubtful doctrines. 


Not attempting by human reaſoning to explain 
ſcripture myſteries, which are revealed as articles 
of faith, while they ſtill continue ee 
to finite underſtandings. 
MYSTERIES in nature are as numerous as thoſe i in 
religion, as hard to be explained & yet theyare believ- 
ed. Miniſters then are to propound chriſtian myſte- 
ries to the faith of their hearers : but attempts to ex- 
plain them are to waſte the time of hearers and to 
betray the fond conceit and weaknets of teachers. 
While religious myſteries are propounded, it is ſuf- 
ficient to alledge the truths and doctri ines which na- 
turally flow from them. 
140 inſtance upon this point: Scripture at: 
that the Son of God, equal with the Father, by aſ- 
ſuming our nature became a man. To explain 
how this ſhould beis a vain atttempt. Our bufi- 
neſs isto collect and lay to view the ſcripture evi- 
dence of this myſtery and inculcate faith upon our 
hearers, and then from this myſtery we may eaſily 
_ deduce the doctrine of the infinite ſufficiency of 
Chriſt's atonement for ſin. But while miniſters, in 
former ages, laboured to explain the inanner of the 
incarnation, they ſplit the church with diviſions and 
filled the houſe of God with error and perſecution. 
HOW an innocent and holy being as Adam was, 
could admit a temptation to ſin, is a myſtery, Yet 
ſcripture records the fact, and miniſters would do 
well to content themſelves wich reporting it and not 
wade out of their depth in telling how it could be, 
or how it muſt take place. If ſuch diſquiſitions 
wear the complexion of wiſdom, yet they really be- 
tray the miniſter and his hearers into deep ſpiritual 
ignorance ; into that vain phuloſophy which ſpoils 
chirſtians 
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chriſtians of their humility and reſignation to the 
inſtructions of God's word. 

Il mention theſe inſtances, merely as examples, to 
convince our minds, That Teachers have nothins to 
do, in explatning doctrines, cubich the lille and provideuce 
have not explained. Their buſineſs is to flate thoſe 
doctrines, expreſsly, and then adduce ſuch truths as 
clearly reſult from them Thus, Man fell: He 
was loſt. He needed an atonement Chriſt was 
this atonement. 

FuRTHER, 

IN diſpenſing ſcripture doctrine, wild ere Mould 
make, moſt of all eſſential, thoſe dofrines, which 
ſcripture makes of the greateſt moment—Such as, 
The fall of man; his juſt condemnation ; his utter 
ruin by the firſt covenant ; his vile and total depra- 
vity, conſiſting, in an alienari n of heart from God; 
the grace of God, extending to man, in this 

wretched condition, reſolving to ſave to ante an 
inheritance, from among chem; for this end, ſend- 
ing his ſon in their nature, to die for them, as the 
alone ſatisfaction for ſin; the application of this ſa- 
crifice, to the juſtification of believers; whoſe juſt- 
fication is grounded, meritoriouſſy, upon the right- 
eouſneſs ofChriſt, and, conditionally, upon the faith, 
repentance and new obedience of God's redeemed; 
who, in no other way, can obtain pardon and 15 
miſſion to heaven. Theſe, and doctrines like 
theſe, are the leading topics of goſpel preaching. 
Theſe truths,throus oh the renewing and applying 1n- 
| fluences of the ſpirit, are the healing & food of ſouls. 
Upon theſe Jodrines;if a miniſter dwell often, long, 
and importunately, he does well, giving the chil- 
dren their bread, in due ſeaſon. 

BUT, When he exhauſts his time and labour, in 
ſtudying and preaching, upon truths of leſs mo- 
ment, truths, which a man may diſbelieve and yet 

be perfect ſecure of heaven, he is, then, feeding 
| C Ts chem 
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dern with Nan with vain jangling, ſpoiling them 
with that falſe ſcience, and that vain philoſophy, 


which were ſo abhorent, from the feeling of an a- 


poitle, and fo detrimental to the growth of chriſtian 


knowledge, and chriſtian charity, in the churches 
of the apoſ} olic age. 


A miniſter brings ſpirituat food, eſſential doe- 


trine, when he tells ſinners, “ He that believeth not 


ſhall be damned. Without hotneſs, no man ſhall ſee the 
Lird. Fer bim that repenteth,bis fins ſhell be blotted out. 


But, it is much to be doubted, Whether, he would 


bring the bread ofGod to ſinner , by painfully labour- 
ing to prove, hat men muſt be wwiiling to be damned, be- 


8 fore tbey exerciſe a temper,obich <cill fit them to be ſaved, 


1N a word, he,who preaches the Father, and his 


' ſovereign electing love to ſinners ; Chriſt, and his 


all atoneing ſacrifice ; the Holy Spirit, and his ſu- 


pernatural work of regeneration and ſanctification; 


faith, repentance, and new obedience, as the pur- 


chaſe of Chriſt, the operation of his ſpirit, and the 


condition of the finners reſtoration to God; ſuch a 


Preacher feeds the ſheep of Chriſt; eſpecially, when 


he enforces theſe doctrines, by the Judgment to 


come, in which, Chriſt is to be admired in his 
: ſaints, and glorified in the puniſhment of thoſe his 
enemies, who would not have him to rule over 


them. But he, who is wiſe in adjuſting nice diſ- 
putes,upon ſentiments,in which good chriſtians, fre- 
quently differ, and yet hive piouſly, ſuch an one 


withholds the n en bread, and while their per- 


ihing neceſſities aſk for a fiſh, he gives them a ſer- 
pent, to envenom their boſoms with ſtrifes and envy- 
ings, and all thoſe uncharitable feelings, which in- 


fluence men to bite and devour One another. 


. proceed 
2dly. To point out the methods, by which, mini- 
ſters ſhould communicate their inſtructions to others. 


THEY are, firſt of all, to acquaint themſelves 1 5 
wit 
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with ſcripture doctrines, in their real and relative 
importance. This implies, previous pr eperation 
for the miniſtry, and previous ſtudy, in order to 
preach to their people. Had men miraculous gifts, 
they might depend upon the evidence of thoſe gifts, 


to authenticate their miſſion and preaching; but 


ſince theſe gifts have ceaſed, miniſters muſt be call- 
ed ordizarily, and be furniſhed, by common and ap- 


roved methods, for the duties of their office. They 


ſhould poſſeſs good natural abilities, and an aptneſs 
to communicate their ideas, aided by diligent ſtu- 
dy, in uſeful arts and ſciences, eſpecial) ly, in theolo- 
gical and ſcriptural knowledge. Would they bring 


food to the houthold ? They muſt examine, 
whether they have this ſood in pofſeſfion; whether 


they have furniture for the miniſtry. 


SUCH, as pretend to an inward and ſpecial call, & 


: rely upon preſent ſupernatural aſſiſtances in teach — 


ing, ought, if they would gain credit, to produce 
| ' miraculous proof of ſuch a miſſion : until, fuch 


proof is produced, they ought to be treated as im- 


poſtors. Such proof would be in point, and carry 
conviction; without it, it is as Vain in them, to de- 
mand our belief, as it is in us, to hope to convince 
them, by argument, of the error of a ſentiment, 
which they have adopted, without a either, 


from argument or ſcripture. 
To bring bread to the houſhold, a teacher 3 


be a man of learning, mighty in the ſcriptures, a la- 
borious ſtudent in divinity, and ſo fir acquainted 
with language and elocution, as to lay his inftruc- 
tions, fairly, to the underſtanding and conſcience of 
his hearers. He muſt poſſeſs judgement, to pro- 


portion his labours, among ſcripture doctrines; to 


produce the belt arguments, to gain a welcome 
_ admiſſion for the truth, and propound motives 


which may incline the heart, to embrace goſpel 
grace. He mult have ſkill, ro ime doctrines; to 
vinclicate them, when attacked; to enlig ohten the 

ignorant; 
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20 
ignorant ; Pty to ſilence gainſayers ;- to eſtab- 
iſh and edify fouls in the truth. To obtain 


| theſe talents, the preacher muſt ſtudy diligently, 
and pray, earneſtly, to God, to direct his ſtudies, 
and to perfect, both his private and public labours. 


THAT, he may ſuit his inſtructions to his people 


he muſt, diligently, know the ſtate of his flock : then 


he will know, how to give to every one, a portion 


in due ſeaſon. He ſhould cultivate a ſincere love 


of his flock, that out of pure affection, he may ſeek 


for thoſe doctrines, which will be of the greateſt uſe 


to them. A ſtrong deſire, of their eternal welfare, 


will conſtrain him, | in defiance of dangers, to with- 
hold no uſeful truth, no reproof or "admonition, 


which may conduce, to their improvement and 


ſanckification. 


BUT that, which will, firſt, impreſs the mind of 


A good miniſter is, That his peopleareChriſt's ſheep; 
that, to Chriſt, he 1s to give his account, when the 
ö GreatShey! herd ſhall appear. This ſolemn thought 
will awaken his attention, to all thoſe methods of 
inſtruction, by which, the ſheep! may be fed and 


nouriſhed for heaven. 
MINI TRRS are to feed their llocks, not only, by 


public preaching, but by their private converſa- 
tion and their examples of chriſtian faith and 
purity; by a life of meekneſs, forbearance, and 
charity; by contentment and fortitude ; by refig- 


nation and prayer. 
THEY will embrace, the Kere ſeaſons of 


| ſickneſs and affliction, to impart inftruQtion, con- 
viction and comfort, to the fouls of their people. 


THEIR inſtructions are to be communicated, by 
the adminiſtration of ordinances, ſacraments. add 
1 according to the rules of God's word. 

Thus, by goſpel pr caching & adminiſtrations, & by 
an exemplary practice of chriſtian duties, Miniſters 
are to feed the ſheep & the lambs of Chriſt's flock. 

zdly, THvs, to inſtruct ſous, in the belief and 

SS Practice 


* 


Pr actice of * goſpel duty, is the great obligation of the 
chriſtian miniftry, 
as the motive of Chriit, in making peace by his 
blood, was the glory of God, in the ſalvation of ſin- 
ners, ſo his miniſters are appointed, to carry this be- 
nevolent deiign into execution. This is the found- 
ation of their appointment, and it is incumbent 
upon them, to bend all their powers and labours, to 
bring ſinners, to accede to the terms of goſpel grace, 
to practiſe. goſpel duties, and enjoy the bletlings of 
redeeming mercy. This, then, is the firſt, and 
laſt wiſh of a good miniſter, chat Chrilt may be ex- 
alted, in the falvation of fouls. His vigorous ex- 
_ eitions are employed, to turn ſinners to God, and 
to eſtabliſh and perfect them, in golpe] faith and 
Practice. This is the object, to which, miniſters 
muſt direct their prayers, their meditations, their 
compoſitions, their public miniſtrations, their pri- 
vate converſation, and example. All mutt coin- 
cide, with this godlike deſign, and in this way, they 
mu t become workers, together with God, in build- 
g up the kingdom of Chriſt. He does his du- 
by be it, whoſe heart and labours are moſt in his 
work he may humbly hope for ſuc ceſs, in the con- 
verſion of fouls : Should he fail of this defired ſuc- 
250 yet his orici and dilappointiment, at the obdu- 
racy of his Learcrs,thall not return empty. When 
Iſtael is not gathered, he ſhall be glorious, in the 
eyes of the Lord. Flis fide -lity and zeal for Chriſt 
ſhall be his righteouſneſs, in time to come: his 
judgement and reward all be with his God. Con- 
ſclous, that he has travailed for ſouls, that he has la- 
boured ſincerely, in his good work, be {hall meet 
the approbation of his Jud ge, in the Joyful day of . 
retribution. 
THE command of Chrift, the promiſe of his fa- 
vour, the excellency of the object, the worth of 
fouls, the care of his own ſalvation make it, the 
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firſt and higheſt obligation of the chiiſlian miniſter, 
to ſpend and be ſpent, cheerfully, for the ſanctifica- 
tion,and bleſſedneſs of immortal ſouls. The ſalva- 


tion of ſouls is the Alpha and the Omega of 
the goſpel miniſtry. The ſalvation of ſouls ſhould 


be the labour of the ſabbath, of the week, of his 


whole life. The deſire of this end ſhould attend 
him to his pulpit, in his ſtudy and cloſet, and accom- 


pany all his intercourſe with his fellow men, and 
be the companion of his viſits and prayers, for the 


ick and the dying. In that point, the ſalvation of 
fouls, the miniſters of Chriſt concenter all the ac- 
tions of their lives, and all the exerciſes of their 

minds. He, who does thus, diſcharges well and 
honourably, his ſarced office, and is a good mini- 


iter of the new teſtament ; and he ſhall thine, with 
refulgent glory, in heaven, when all unfaithful min- 


iſters, hypocritical profefors, and ſcornful diſobe- 


dient hearers, ſhall wonder and periſh, with an ir- 
retrievable deſtruction. 
Hus, I have endeavoured, to bring to view, ſome 


leading qualifications, of a good miniſter of Jeſus 


Chriſt, & given ſome generaldeſcription,of the duties 


of his holy office. Leaving your minds, to draw fuch _ 
concluſions and inferences, from the ſubject, as are 
moſt uſeful and neceflary, I ſhall only aſk your 


further attention to ſuch addreſſes, as are cuſtoma- 


ry and proper, upon theſe ſolemn occaſſions. 


1, firſt, apply myſelf to the perſon, who has ac- 
cepted the charge ot ſouls, in this place, and is now, 


according to the inſtitution of God our Saviour, to 
be conſecrated to the ſacred work of the goſpel 


miniſtry. 
pa 61n, . 
IT is neither neceſſary to you, nor to this aſſem- 

bly, for me to expreſs, my hope and rejoicing in 


pou, as an expected fellow labourer in the King- 


dom of Chriſt. It would not be proper, that 1 
1 3 ſhould 


mould attempt to anticipate, what will be com- 
mitted to you, in truſt, by him, whois, to ordain 
you, and give you, in charge, the myſteries of the 
kingdom of God. From him, you will receive 
directions, how to undertake, and execute the truſt, 
of a ſhepherd and Biſhop of ſouls. Yet, I may 
be indulged, to urge upon your conſcience, that 
ſolemn enquiry, which Chriſt addreſſed, to the 
penitent Peter, and which, upon this ſolemn occa- 
| fron, he addrefles to you, © Loveſt thou me? Loveſt 
thou me more than ny ?” Do you prefer Chriſt, a- 
bove your chief joy? You cannot, too often, nor 
too urgently, put home this enquiry, to your heart. 
You cannot labour, with too great dilligence, after 
new and increaſed meaſures of this love. When 
Chriſt calls your attention, to this enquiry, be nor 
grieved; bur, be molt of all grieved when, through 
remiſſheſs andthe power of temptation, you have 
_ reaſon to doubt, of the reality or fervency of this 
love. Do you love Chriſt ? You can do his work 
cheerfully : you will not faint, or be weary, through 
the greatneſs of the way. For his ſake, you can 
endure, with patience and fortitude, labours and 
wrongs, the world's reproaches and perſecutions; for 
your expectations, lie beyond this vale of mortality. 
The love of Chriſt will be your full and adequate 
portion. It will ſtrengthen you, to bear ſucceſs in 
your miniſtry,with humility; ill ſucceſs, with meck- 
neſs; to forgive che ungrateful returns, which, in 
various inſtances, you may receive, ſor your love 
and faithfulneſs to ſouls. Love to Chriſt will ex- 
cite you, to return, all the praiſe, and glory. of 
your ſucceſs to him, who hath regarded your low 
_ eſtate, and honoured you, as an inſtrument of good | 
to ſouls. 

Do you love Chriſt? Then will you love his 
ſheep, and be in earneſt, to bring home ſinners to 
his fold, and to eſtabliſh them i: in the f kaich. T his ſa- 
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cred affection will quicken you, to provide food 


for his houſhold,and to give to every one, his por- 


tion, in due ſ eaſon. This will ſanctify your pray- 


ers for your people, enliven your ſtudies, and chooſe 
and perfect your ſubjects of public diſcourſc,and of 


private counſel and reproof. This will animate 


your adreſſes to ſaints and ſinners, your conſolatory 
inſtructions and prayers over the beds of the ſick. 
and dying. By this, you ſhall rule well the 
| houſe of Ged, and with meckneſs, firmneſs and 
impartiality, adminiſter the diſcipline of his king- 
dom. This will furniſh you, with confolations for 
mourners, and be the unfailing ſupport, and rejoic- 
ing of your own foul; and render vous a uſeſul bleſſ- 
ing to this people and the church of Chriſt, 


CULTIVATE this love, by which Chriſt ſhall be 


honoured, his kingdom promoted, your people pro- 
fited, and your own reward an dl nappinels elfectu- 
ally ſecured. CO 


AND now, Dear Sir, you are goinga warfare: but 


you are not going at your own charges. The 
maſter who hath called you hath promiſed you a 


reward, if you are found faithful. Your reward is 


: notpromifed for this life : you may have trying and 
fiery conflicts, before the warfare is accompliſhed. 

Lou adventure, into an employment of labours 

and perils, which demand your faith, patience and 
fortitude. The Captain of our ſalvation has troden 


the path, before you. Look to him; he has promiſ- 


ed to be with you, that he will never leave you, nor 


forfake you. This is ground, enough, on which to 
re{t your fidelity, your attachment and hope. 
Go give you ſucceſs here; the joy of. turning 


many to righteouſneſs, Bur, Sir, be thou faithſul 
unto the death, and he ſhall give you a crown. of 


life. 


ou next attention is ho to the church and 
congregation of God's people, in this place. 
BELOYED, 


BELOVED, 
uo, you are to receive one of the valuable and 
uſeful gifts of our Lord's purchaſe; the bleſſing of the 
goſpel miniſtry: which, as we hope, is thus, early, 
reſtored to you, in anſwer to your prayers. You 
have, now, brought to you an evangelical Paſtor, 
whois a faithful brother, as I ſuppoſe, who will 
have, a natural and an affectionate care, for you and 
your children; for the ſheep and the lambs of 


Chbriſt's flock. Your reputation, in years paſſed, 


for a reſpectful and chriſtian treatment of Chriſt's 

- miniſters, leads us to expect, that you now receive, 

-with humility and gratitude, this heavenly gift; ;and | 
| wiſely improve the miniſtry of reconcyliation. 
Is one, now, to beſet over you, to break unto 
you the bread of life, & to provide food for your ſouls? 
Remember, that as Chriſt has commanded him, to 


feed you, ſo he hath, equally, commanded you, 


to receive the food, which, from God's word, he 
hall bring to you. The bread of God is offered 
to you. If you lothe and reject it, your ſouls ſhall 
ſtarve and periſh, miſerably. Hear, then, God's word, 
as for your hives, as expecting, to give an account. : 
Grieve not the heart of your miniſter, by careleſſ- 
neſs or obduracy, for chan he ſhall be a ſwift wit- 
_ neſs againſt you, another day. Comfort his heart, 
regard your own falvation : honour King Jeſus, 
by receiving, with meekneſs, the ingraft Sy word, 
which 18 able, to make you wiſe to ſalvation. For 
his works ſake, love, reverence,and obey your min- 
iſter: provide for him, that he be careful, for noth- 
ing of this world's goods; that he may provide for 
your ſouls, and bring heavenly bread and pure 
beaten oil into the ſanctuary. Strive, together, in 
your prayers to God, for him: bear his infirmij- 
ties: imitate his virtues: by diſcharging every re- 
lative and chriſtian duty, fulfil his joy. 
FINALLY, brethren, dee followers of Chriſt as 
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"os children: be perfectly joined, together, in one 
mind, in goſpel truth. Live in peace, and the 
very God of peace be with you, and your children, 
and your miniſter, until, you ſhallall be joint par- 
takers of an inheritance ;ncorruptible, undefiled,and 
which fadeth not away, laid up in heaven for you. 


AND, now, God grant, of his infinite mercy, 


through Jeſus Chriſt, that all, who are the witneſles 
of thele ſolemn tranſactions, may be made wiſer and 
better, by what they ſec and hear; that the goſpel 
treaſure be loft, upon no one of them ; and that the 
miniſtry of reconciliation, which they ſtill enjoy, 
may not be a ſavour of death unto death, but a ſa- 
vour of life unto _ unto their precious and im- 
22008 tal fouls.- — Aux. 
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